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October Meeting Summaries:
Maryanne’s contribution:
It was nice to see the annual membership meeting (10/16/2016) was well attended. President Joe ran down a list of
topics: Our annual show in February, the June Orchid Fest, and briefly, the finances for each.
A call for members to contribute articles to the newsletter was again voiced (by yours truly). If you have an interesting story about your greatest plant success, or failure, a summary of a show visit, a helpful hint, etc., please contribute. A simple paragraph or even full pages and photos are welcome. Please email Maryanne (at) research.umass.edu. Thanks very much to Kasia and Connie for volunteering to write articles!
At the November 20th meeting, if you paid your dues, you will receive a membership plant purchased by the society from Gold Country Orchids. This meeting will also be a re-potting meeting, so bring supplies: potting media,
tools (like chopsticks), razor blades, and newspapers to keep surfaces clean, etc. See you then!

Treasurer Steve’s point of view:
Our October meeting was held in a warm Munson Library. Fantastic weather outside, sunny and warm, and we
were all inside having a great meeting (and the Patriots were playing, so some of us had to record the game). Three
new members joined our ranks-- Christy, Jennifer and Kyle: WELCOME.
The plant table was spectacular, as usual. I am always amazed at the many different orchids our members grow –
all healthy, happy and bearing wonderful blooms. Many members renewed their dues during this meeting and
some took advantage of the club’s new 5-year plan. Dues being $25.00 per year for an individual is offered at a
discount for 5-years at $100.00, and family membership of $30.00 per year (limited to two family members) is offered at $125.00. If you have already paid your dues and you want to take advantage of this discount, send along
your check to Steve Reardon with your request. (Roger notes: a younger member jokingly stated that the 5 year
plan may be a little enthusiastic for the geriatric majority. I wondered if a rebate was possible just in case.)
Finances were also discussed, and the club is in good shape and another report is due and will be presented before
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the end of the year. Our club sales table was loaded with great bargains (and freebies) - thanks to those who
brought in plants for the table and to those who adopted them.

Roger’s point of view:

Club economics were presented by Treasurer Steve. He had a detailed report and it could have been better. Marc
stated that all show costs keep going up. The society is asking for donations of $25 to offset the 100 ferns that the
Club purchases for the Show. The ferns cost $450. For your $25 you could take home 5 ferns. Everyone agreed
that the ferns are needed for filler at the Club’s center exhibit. I wondered if we purchased 50 ferns to see what the
result would be for next year’s exhibit. More orchid plants would help, but there is always that danger of not
enough plants. I’m pretty sure the Cape Society, for their show, purchases most of their orchids from a commercial
source (A&P?) to fill in their center exhibit. Could we do this instead of ferns? Who would take care of the plants
prior to the show? What do we do with them afterwards? It seems like we always have somebody who doesn’t
show up, leaving flowerless gaps. Does anyone have greenhouse space for $450 worth of blooming orchids instead of ferns?
A signup sheet was started for the new Paph parishii (I think?) tee shirt. Costs will be $12-$15 for the tees and
$22-$25 for the sweats. There are four base colors in shades of white. The SEPOS/Longwood trip was briefly discussed with not much enthusiasm. There is a possibility that this late March trip could be combined with the Nutmeg Society to fill the bus.
The November meeting will be the plant give away for the paid up members. The plants are purchased from Alan
Koch, of Gold Country Orchids. They will need repotting, so the meeting will be a mini repotting clinic. Newer
members are invited to bring in their plants that need repotting. Remember, it is best to repot when the new roots
are about to emerge. Also if you have a sickly plant bring it in, somebody should be able to help. Elections are to
take place this meeting, so please volunteer for a Club position. I can see all those hands raised already! Lastly,
the show table was a little sparse. It will be over-flowing next month.

Kasia and Lani are asking for places where they can post the flyer for the February show, or
for little newspapers we could email with some information for them to publish. Please
bring your suggestions to the November meeting or send to them via email.

Lee Brockman has Helpful Hints:

Use chopsticks to push and work media in when re-potting plants. I use coffee filters in the bottoms of my pots to
keep the medium in until everything stabilizes. I use charcoal from our wood stove and save washed eggshells, let
them dry, grind them up and add them to my mix instead of oyster shells. I have red wiggled worms in a tower in
the greenhouse. They eat our compost. The worm castings go into the veggie garden and the worm tea gets diluted,
and is used to fertilize everything.
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Association Costaricenses de Orquideas Show March 3- 6 2016, San Jose Costa Rica with
Jean Stefanik
Connie Lentz
There is a national Costa Rica Orchid Association show in San Jose every March. It’s held in the Old Customs
House, or Aduana Antigua, which has been converted into a cultural center.
Jean Stefanik, whom many of you know and who is an old friend of mine, was coming to Costa Rica to be one of
six judges. Bart and I hosted her at our home in Atenas, and I spent four days in San Jose with her and helped with
the AOS judging, a very interesting process. There were over 1500 plants in the show. Approximately 50 were
evaluated and 27 were awarded. It took six judges, one of which was a student, a full day and a half to do the judging. The overwhelming majority of plants were species, with a smattering of hybrids. It seemed that half the plants
in the show were Guarianthe skinneri, or Guaria morada in Spanish, the national flower of Costa Rica. There is
even a folk song about the plant. The show is timed to coincide with its blooming period. Roger West would have
been in heaven with all the Cattleyas and their kin.
The AOS judges were an interesting group. Aside from Jean, they were from Dallas and Puerto Rico, including
Carlos Fighetti. Robert Dressler, who wrote the orchid volume on the plants of Costa Rica, and who now lives in
Costa Rica showed up as well as Franco Pupulin, who is an expert on taxonomy of Costa Rican orchids at
Lankester Gardens. My job was to run around the large (maybe the length of a football field) hall to the 21 displays
and find plants the judges asked for, and count spikes and flowers. For some reason, the displays were not in numerical order which was enough to drive a person crazy! I learned a lot, and at the end of the judging the senior
judges were surprised I was not in the program to become a judge, but put in the time that I did anyway. There was
a separate flower judging, but that was done by members of the ACO, and done in Spanish.
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On the left is one of the exhibits, dedicated to Guarianthe skinneri. The plant in the left foreground was awarded.
You can get a sense of how big the hall is, and this is about half of it. The photo on the right is of the judges, and
the Guaria morada.

The photo on the left is part of the display of the Costa Rican Orchid Society, Associacion Costaricenses de Orchideas. On the right is Jean Stefanik and I next to the largest Oncidium I have ever seen. It was estimated to have
about 6000 flowers.
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Journey in Orchid Growing
Kasia Wynne
My journey in orchid growing started back in 1990 when my mom and I stopped at Hadley Gardens Center and walked into Bill Hutchinson giving a talk on growing orchids. We were delighted
with his talk and our curiosity kept us there to talk to him when he was done. As most of you
know he could be persuasive, so Mom and I were at the next meeting at the library. I had always
admired orchids but, like most, didn’t think I could grow them. By the time a couple of years had
gone by I had about 100 different orchids and a specially built shelf in front on my sliding door. I
was also volunteered into being the refreshment queen. I then packed a folding table, coffee pot
and accessories in the trunk of my car.
I continued to be at every meeting, trying to soak in as much as I could about orchids with some
success. I have a wood stove in my kitchen and some of those orchids I thought I could grow just
grabbed their throats, dying with the heat. Others went on to be spectacular. Of course, when I
started collecting, I thought could grow them all. With that heat, all the cold growing ones took
bets on who would shrivel up and pass on first. I no longer try to grow anything that likes cool
temperatures.
I went on in the early years to serve two terms as the president. I also was the person who took
pictures for the club and any award winning plants at the show. I was also there to help for setup.
I then went through a bit of a burn out and didn’t come to the meetings and got rid of all my orchids. About six years ago, mom and I went to the show at Smith Voke to see the gang, and
wouldn’t you know I caught the bug to grow orchids again, and left with a couple. Slowly, I started to attend meetings and gather a few orchids. I have mainly kept to phals because they love the
windowsill in my kitchen. I had decided to concentrate on learning to grow one type instead of
one of everything. During the last year or so, I got brave and bought a Paph Wardi which is in
bud, so I'm done praying there. I also have a couple of Oncidiums, which are in spike, so I am
once again lucky. I only am growing on my windowsill, but, like most, I find the sills are getting
wider, because I have added shelves to have more orchids. I have 25 at this time, and am losing
hope that I won’t find some other place to put some.
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Show Table October 2016

Stenoglottis longifolia, Maryanne Laukaitis

Phragmipedium schlimii 'Rodney Wilcox Jones', Steve Steiner

Coelogyne ovalis, Bill Benner

Habenaria Regnieri, Marc Gray

Pleurothallis species, Marc Gray

Paphiopedilum Spring Wolf, Steve Reardon
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Show Table September 2016

Maryanne Laukaitis
Cattleya purpurata
Cattleya Wendy Patterson
Stenoglottis longifolia
Marge Tanguay
Rhyncattleanthe Haiku Magic
Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Smashing 'Red Queen'
Steve Steiner
Dendrobium gonzalesii
Trichoglottis brachiata
Restrepia brachypus
Epidendrum capricornu
Pleurothallis allenii
Oncidium ornithorhynchum
Phragmipedium schlimii 'Rodney Wilcox Jones'
Zootrophion species
Paphiopedilum Wossner Kolarmi
Pleurothallis viduata 'Selby'
Fredclarkeara After Dark
Kathy Puckett
Encycleyvola Surprise
Scaphosepalum verrucosum
Ann Jordan
Rhycattleanthe Golden Chieftain
Eurochone rothchildeana

Marc Gray
Pleurothallis species
Xylobium squalens
Dendrochillum magnum
Habenaria Regnieri
Stelis species
Leilani and Harold Norman
Cattleya Rivermont Imperial
Liz Marinelli
Paphiopedilum helenae
Connie Lentz
Phalaenopsis Supermarket
Dendrobium Jonathan's Glory
Bill Benner
Coelogyne ovalis
Brassocattleya Yellow Bird
Steve Reardon
Paphiopedilum gratrixianum
Epidendrum porpax
Paphiopedilum Pinocchio's Song
Paphiopedilum Spring Wolf
Schoenorchis juncifolia
Lee Brockmann
Encyclia radicans
Phragmipedium pearcii
Cattleya Circle of Life

Upcoming Events
Next meeting is November, 2016 at 2 pm. Those with last names starting with V, W, X, Y and Z,
please bring a dish to share. You'll be getting your new plants at this meeting, but they'll need potting, so please bring supplies like pots, media, chopsticks, and newspapers. It's a re-potting clinic!
Great for new members and new growers alike!
Announcing the dates for the Amherst Orchid Society Orchid Show! It will be held at the Smith Vocational High School:
Saturday, February 25 and Sunday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
February 26, 2017 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.

